The weather was good; there was alarge crowd and a great
group of parent and alumni workers, who made Round-Up
2006 an enjoyable event and a big success! It was another
great St. Thomas family reunion.

The students at St. Thomas are the greatest! Just when |
thought to myself that our young men could not reach the goal
of $265,000 that John Carrigan challenged them to; they proved
mewrong. On thefinal day for turning in raffle tickets, the
boys brought in $118,282, which brought the total to $265,674!
Unbelievable!  Although there were prizes given in the raffle,
the real winners are our own students. With the proceeds from
Round-Up, other fundraisers, and donations, it will allow usto
give out more than $625,000 in financia aid to needy students
for next year. A specia thanksto John Carrigan, Dorothy
McConnell, and Joe O’ Brien who coordinated various aspects
of the student raffle, and to Kathy Cire, Ann Patin, and Susan
Protz, the general co-chairpersons for Round-Up. They al did
afantastic job. Thank you for your part, big or small, in
carrying on this great St. Thomas tradition. (See alist of Raffle
winnersin thisissue.)

On March 22 we had a great turnout at the reception to
welcome our new Athletic Director and Head Football Coach,
Kurt Page, and his family to St. Thomas High School and to
Houston. It truly was awarm, friendly, St. Thomas welcome.
We look forward to his permanent move from Alabamain
June.

As we conclude our celebration of Lent and approach Easter, |
would like to leave you with a couple of thoughts.

“When mankind was estranged from him by disobedience, God
our Savior made aplan for raising us from our fall and
restoring us to friendship with himself. According to this plan
Christ came in the flesh, he showed us the gospel way of life,
he suffered, died on the cross, was buried, and rose from the
dead. Hedid this so that we could be saved by imitation of him
and recover our origina status as children of God by adoption.

To attain holiness, then, we must not only pattern our lives on
Chrigt’s by being gentle, humble, and patient, we must also
imitate him in his death. Taking Christ for his model, Paul said
that he wanted to become like him in his death in the hope that
he too would be raised from death to life.” — . Basll
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April 2 Junior Ring Mass, 4:00 p.m., Cemo
Auditorium
April 5 Style Show, 10:30 am., JW Marriott
April 6-8 Guysand Dolls, 7:30 p.m.
Cemo Auditorium
April 12 Mothers Club mtg., 11:30 am. Mass,
12:00 p.m. mtg.
April 14-17 Easter Holidays
April 21 Jr/Sr Prom
April 26  Academic Awards Ceremony
7:30 p.m., Cemo Auditorium
April 27 Spring Concert, 7:30 p.m.,
Cemo Auditorium

Visit www.sths.org for academic and sports
calendars.

Easter isthe feast which celebrates our faith in
Christ who has suffered, died, risen, and now
comesin our daily lives. He sometimes comes
in unexpected ways and, when he does, we are
often changed forever. He died that we may
live. May our lives befilled with joy,
gratitude, and faithfulnessin God'’ s everlasting
love. May the Easter Season bring renewed joy
and life to you and your family.




Students in the Class of 2006 have already begun to receive
scholarship offers based on academic merit from their
prospective colleges and universities. We extend our
heartfelt congratulations to the following seniors for their
meritorious recognition.

Andrew Acevedo — St. Louis University, Jared Bench —
Rockhurst University, University of St. Thomas, St. Louis
University; Matthew Castro — Kansas State University;
Jonathan Chow — Baylor University; David Clay — St
Edward’'s University, University of Incarnate Word,
Stephen Cleboski — Trinity University, Timothy Deck —
Louisiana State University; Eduardo Domenech — Rice
University, University of Miami; Eric Egan — Brandeis
University; Brenton Francisco — St. Joseph University;
Anthony Garcia — St. Edward's University; Abel Gonzales
— Rice University; David Goodman — St. Andrew
University; Travis Jacobs — University of Houston, St.
Louis University; Austin Jacquet — Baylor University, St.
Louis University; Michael Keys — University of Incarnate
Word; William Loweth — Spring Hill College; Keith
Maraffa — Saint Vincent College, Regis University; Steven
McClintock — The University of Mississippi, St. Edward’s
University; Mario Navarro — University of Dallas; Michael
Nguyen — Trinity University; Declan O’ Dywer — University
of Incarnate Word; Steven Patin — St. Edward’s University;
William Pechacek — Trinity University, St. Louis
University; John Henry Perera— University of St. Thomas,
Charles Peterson — St. Louis University, Oklahoma State
University; Patrick Radecker — Louisiana State University;
Swami Reyes — University of St. Thomas; Luis Rivera —
University of St. Thomas, Baylor University, St. Louis
University; Ryan Rubenstahl — Colorado School of Mines;
Landon Schaeffer — St Louis University; Samuel
Thompson — Marquette University, Spring Hill College, St.
Louis University, Rockhurst University, Creighton
University; Isaac Vargas — University of Texas at Dallas;
and Samuel Wong — Lyon College, Texas Tech University,
University of Missouri-Rolla.

As of March 5, our students have received scholarships
totaling $1,594,236.

Seniors are reminded to submit copies of their decision
letters and scholarship offers to the Counseling Office. This
information is very important as we begin to prepare for
Commencement. You may also fax the letters to us at 713-
590-0266.

The counselors have already begun to meet with the
juniors and their parents for individual college
planning sessions. This initial conference is intended
to give structure to the college search process. If you
have not made your appointment with your son’s
counselor, please call the Counsding Office to
schedule your session. Prior to the conference, parents
and students are asked to complete the two
questionnaires in the red folder: Parent Questionnaire
and Student Questionnaire. Questionnaires are also
available through an e-mail attachment. Contact your
son's counselor for the eectronic forms. Our goa is
to meet with all the junior families by the end of May.
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What do colleges look for in an applicant? There is
no one answer to this question. Although most
colleges and universities, nationwide, use the same
criteria for admissions, the percentage use of each
component varies when they look at their applicant
pool and the type of community they want to build
on the campus. This is especialy true in the
selective and highly selective liberd arts
ingtitutions. In the most recent NACAC (National
Association for College Admission Counseling)
Bulletin, there was an article which included a
section on the factors in the admission process. The
article went on to offer a listing of factors that
determine the college admission decision (the
number in parenthesis indicates the percent of
ingtitutions reporting “considerable importance”
assigned to each factor):

“Grades/College Prep (80), Class Rank (28),
Admission Tests (60), Grades/All Courses (57),
Counsdlor Recommendation  (18), Teacher
Recommendation (18), Essay (25), Interview (9),
Work/Activities (8), Ability to Pay (2), State
Exams (6), Subject Exams (5), Residence (2),
Race/Ethnicity (2), Demonstrated Interested (7),
Legacy (1).” (NACAC Bulletin, Vol. 43/No 1,
Jan/Feb 2005).
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It is clear by these gtatistics that the student’s overall
performance in the classroom in a rigorous college
preparatory curriculum plays an important role in the
decision. With the level of competitiveness on the rise
year after year, students must maintain a solid work
ethic throughout their high school career. At St
Thomas, as the counselors meet with their students,
we constantly encourage them to work hard and to
give their best effort in al they do. From the parents,
we ask for your continued support. Students can be
very successful academically in school, while
maintaining a good socia life. Finding the right
balanceisthe key to success.

I ncoming Freshman Enrichment Cour ses:
June 5—June 23 (STH Students Only)
First Session: 8:00-10:00 am.

Language Arts, Pre-Algebra, Reading

Second Session: 10:15-12:15 p.m.
Language Arts, Pre-Algebra, Reading

Thefinal schedulefor Review Courses
will be decided on Wednesday, May 31.

First Semester Review Courses:
June 5 - June 23

Morning Classes. 8:00-11:00 am.

Afternoon Classes: 11:30 am. -2:30 p.m.
Spanish 1A, I1A; English 1A, 11A; Theology
I1A; Physical Science or Biology A; Algebra
IA, HA; Ancient World History A; Modern
World History A;

Second Semester Review Courses:

June 26 - July 14

Morning Classes. 8:00-11:00 am.
AlgebralB, 11B, Biology B, Ancient World
History B, Modern World History B

Brochures will be available in the attendance office
with course fees and application forms on April 24.
Any questions please call Dodie Fleming, 713-864-
6348 x109.

@

Monday, May 1 through Tuesday, May 9

()

Wednesday, May 10 through Tuesday, May 16

* ()

Monday, May 22 8:00-9:30 Science
10:30—-12:00 Foreign
Language | & II,
Health
Tuesday, May 23 8:00-9:30 Math
10:30-12:00 English
Wednesday, May 24  8:00-9:30 Socia Studies
10:30—-12:00 Foreign
Language Il
Thursday, May 25 8:00-9:30 Theology

() +

1) Students are not excused from exam times because of
early dismissals. Students who miss exams because of
vacation plans will receive a zero (0) for that exam.

2) Studentswho aretoo ill to write a scheduled exam are
in need of adoctor. A written statement from a doctor is
required to have an exam re-schedul ed because of illness.

3) All semester exams are final. The semester mark will
be determined by a combination of 37.5% third quarter,
37.5% fourth quarter, and 25% exam.



There are two more SAT test dates available this academic
year: May 6 and June 3. (The deadline for the May testing
is April 12 while the deadline for the June testing is May
10.) We encourage you to take one SAT exam prior to the
summer. You may register for the SAT at
www.collegeboard.com. Remember: &. Thomas High
School isa Test Center for the May 6 exam.

+ will be
held Sunday, April 2, 2006. Volunteers are needed to
provide desserts, serve and clean up. Contact Margaret
Labbé at 713-932-7421 or Melody Wilds at 713-526-
8817.

STH will host approximately eighteen middle schools
for a Speech Meet on Friday, March 31 and Saturday,
April 1. On Friday, the first event begins at 3:00 p.m.
and the last event will be over about 8:30 p.m. On
Saturday, the first event begins at 8:00 am. and the last
begins at 2:00 p.m. Massis scheduled for Saturday at
4.00 p.m.

+

The St. Thomas Drama Department is proud to present
the musical Guys and Dolls. The curtain will rise at
7:30 in the Cemo Auditorium on April 6, 7, and 8.

Based on Damon Runyon®short story "The Idyll of
Miss Sarah Brown," Guys and Dalls revolves around
Nathan Detroit, the organizer of the oldest established
permanent floating crap gamein New Y ork, who bets
fellow gambler Sky Masterson that he can make the
next girl he seesfall in love with him. The next girl he
sees happens to be Miss Sarah Brown, a pure-at-heart
Salvation Army-type reformer, and the stage is set for a
hilarious evening of complications.

Congratulations to St. Thomas Singers Fisher
Reynolds, Brennan Harmeier, Anthony Ciatto and
Danny Shebaclo who earned the rank of “excellent”
and to Steven Olivier and Thomas Mancha who
earned the rank of “superior” at the TAPPS Voca
Contest at St. Piusin February!

Congratulations also to the St. Thomas Musiciang!
The Band, Orchestra, and Jazz Lab earned the rank of
“excellent” and the Jazz Combo earned the rank of
“superior” at the TAPPS musical contest held at St.
Thomas on February 28. At the small ensemble and
solo contest held March 2 at St. Thomas, all of our
musicians earned the rank of “excellent” or above.
Soloists James Villanueva, Michael Hlozek, and Kyle
Rusciano earned the rank of “superior”. The
following small groups aso earned the rank of
“superior”: Swami Reyes Guitar Trio, St. Thomas
Percussion Ensemble, James Villanueva String Trio,
Evan Chen String Trio, and Isaac Vargas Sax Quartet.
All those receiving the rank of “superior” will be
traveling to the State Contest in Temple on April 8.

A specia thanks to Kathy and Reggie Greff for
chairing the concessions both days and to al the
parents who assisted them.

Upcoming Events...

April

TBA Music Guild Meeting

5 Style Show, Jazz

8 TAPPS State Contest

27  Spring Concert (Moran) 7:00 p.m.

If you have questions please call Kathy Terry at 713-
880-1602 (kterrysthsmusic@sbcglobal .net), Guild
President or Donald Thoede, Director at 713-864-
6348 x 250.

+
Paul Lobo (11)
John & Lynette Lobo (Parents)
14530 Oak

Houston, TX 77079
281-497-5669
johnlobol@hotmail.com




Round-Up 2006 was a great success dueto the
overwhelming support of the entire St. Thomas Community.
So many people came together to give support with their
time, creative talents, encouragement, and donations.

Thanks to the following people who served on the executive
committee and put together various facets of the event: Jane
and Steve Bosworth, Mary Alice Greaney, Lisaand James
Osborn, Maria Castro, Anita Johnson, Cathy Poye, Jennifer
Vaentine, Donna Strom, Norma Camp, Mary Francisco,
Mary Ann Loweth, Bea Romero, Connie Gonzalez,
Jeannette Jeffus, Kathy Stewart, Carmen Aguilar, and Pat
Fahy.

In addition to the above committees there were an additional
130 booth chairmen who made the day fun, exciting and
enabled everyone to share in the true spirit of the St.
Thomas Community. And those booth chairmen recruited
an estimated 400 persons to man shifts during the day. All
of your willingness to contribute in some way on Round-Up
day made this a Round-Up to remember.

Within those ranks of volunteers are many alumni, teachers,
parents, grandparents, relatives and friends. Some have
children currently at the school and some just keep coming
back for the Round-Up tradition. The students of St.
Thomas came through for Round-Up by not only selling
raffle tickets but by helping in avariety of ways during the
weekend. Y ou make a difference with your dedication and
love of the school.

A special thanks to the faculty and staff for their support,
guidance, patience, and hard work with the promotion of the
raffle and facilities. Dorothy McConnell, John Carrigan,
and Joe O' Brien kept the momentum going with the raffle.
Joe Callahan, Sergio Plata and the entire maintenance staff
assisted with al of the pre-Round-Up, Round-Up Set
Up/Tear Down, and post Round-Up wrap up. Itisa
monumental job and we thank you for everything.

A call for sponsorshipsto help defray the cost of
the event went out and we had a tremendous
response with monetary donations and other
gifts. Please support the businesses that
sponsored Round-Up.

This was an amazing experience for us and we
thank everyone who worked and enjoyed the

day.

Kathy Cire, Susan Protz, and Ann Patin
Round-Up 2006 Chairpersons
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The winners of this year’ sraffle:

1% Prize: 2006 Toyota Tacoma Pickup
Dr. & Mrs. George Glauser ‘47

2" Prize: 26 JVC Flat Screen TV
Tom Gibbons

39 Prize: $1,000 Bundleof Gift Certificates
Joe McLaughlin ‘50
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Now that the winter sports season has concluded
and we are winding the spring sports season
down, | would like to take this time to thank
everyone who helped out with the Booster Club
thisyear. | would like to thank all the board
members who gave countless hours of their time
and talent; | would also like to thank all the moms
and dads who volunteer to help out at all our
events, and of course all the booster club
members that help by supporting al our needs
throughout the year. Asthis school year startsto
wind down the Booster Club islooking for
potential board members for next year. Should
you be interested, please contact an existing
member. We would be glad to answer any
guestions you might have.

Thanks and Go Eagles!
Robert Stanley + Booster Club President
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Thetrue spirit of St. Thomas was never more evident than at
thisyear's Round-Up! It was a day where parents, students,
and alumni came together for fun, food, and fellowship while
helping to raise money for the Tuition Assistance Fund that
makes a St. Thomas education aredlity for deserving boys
who need financial aid. And raise money, wedid! The
students sold an unbelievable $275,000 in raffle tickets, and
Kathy Cire, Ann Patin, and Susan Protz did a wonderful job
planning the day' s activities that pulled in even more money.
Thank you Kathy, Ann, and Susan, and thanks to each and
every one of you for making this the most successful Round-
Up ever!

Thank goodness we had Spring Break to rest up after Round-
Up and get ready for the week of March 20. In that week
alone Beth Hotze and Katie Wick hosted the Spring Faculty
Luncheon on March 21, many moms helped with the
reception to welcome our new Athletic Director and Head
Football Coach, Kurt Page, on March 22, and Jamie Leonard
and Cathy Poye planned avery insightful Mothers Club
Retreat during the day on March 23. Cindy Cummings and
Debbie Sifuentes chaired the reception for Parent/Teacher
Conferencesthat evening. Many thanks to the ladies who
organized al these events and to all who helped set up, serve,
clean up and provided food for these occasions. It seems we
are at our best when we are the busiest.

And if you're thinking we couldn't do much more, we still
have Incoming Freshman Registration on Wednesday, March
29, Speech Tournament on Friday, March 31, and Saturday,
April 1, Junior Ring Ceremony on Sunday, April 2, Style
Show on Wednesday, April 5, Academic Awards on
Wednesday, April 26, the Installation Luncheon on May 8,
and Baccalaureate Mass on Friday, May 19. If you have been
meaning to get involved, thereis still time! Look up the
chairs of these eventsin the Student Directory, give them a
call, and volunteer your time.

While we are on the subject of volunteering, if you would like
to chair any of the Mothers' Club's Standing Committees or
Special Events for the 2006-2007 school year, please
complete the Standing Committees or Specia Events Sign Up
Forms and return them to our Club Moderator, Fr. Belisch by
Friday, April 28. Many of these activitiestake place in the
evening and on weekends, so whether you work in or outside
the home, you can help the Mothers Club make St.Thomas
an even better place for our sons. Forms are available

on the Mothers' Club website at www.sths.org.
And don't limit yourself, sign up for as many
activities as you would like.

If you would just like to have some fun, join us
for the annual Style Show at the W Marriott on
Wednesday, April 5. Senior moms will be
modeling the latest fashions from Dillard' s while
you enjoy agreat lunch. The proceeds are used to
provide $1,000 scholarships to the top ten
studentsin each class. Y ou should aso mark
your calendars for the Installation Luncheon at
the Junior League on Monday, May 8. And,
Socia Events Chair, Jan Bitner, has planned an
end-of-the-year farewell dinner at Patranella' son
Jackson Hill for Wednesday, May 17.

Our next Mothers Club meeting is Wednesday,
April 12. Masswill be celebrated in the Chapel
at 11:30 am. and the meeting will follow in
Cemo Auditorium. The date of officersfor the
2006-2007 Executive Board will be announced
and ratified at this meeting. See you there.

Margaret Chiavone

President
4 2
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May 17 + Patrenella’s, 813 Jackson Hill,
6:30 p.m.

Thisisour final Social Event of the school
year. Andra, head chef at the restaurant,
promises to make this a dinner to remember!
Heispersondly creating afamily style meal
especidly for the wonderful STH Moms! The
cost is $25.00 per person, including tax and
gratuity. Reservation deadline is May 10th.
Questions please contact Jan at 713-782-4160
or jan.bitner@netig.com

Please make $25.00 check payable to Jan
Bitner and send to:

Jan Bitner, 7802 Bellerive, Houston, Tx
77036
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Make plans to attend the Mother' s Club Spring
Installation Luncheon to bid farewell to our
fabul ous 2005-2006 officers and to welcome our
incoming board members. Y ou do not want to
miss your chance to win some very specia
centerpieces!

When: Monday, May 8, 2006,
11:00 am.
Where: The Junior League of Houston

1811 Briar Oaks, 77027
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Please acknowledge Cyndi Boren,
Marilyn Daniel, Randy Downie,
Mary Francisco, Nancy Henry, Eileen
Kelley, and Josena Malonson-Auzenne
for making the Treats possible this
month. Thank you for your contributions
and unending support of St. Thomas.

/

The prom will be April 21 from 10 p.m. to 1 am.

at The Parador, 2021 Binz. For the second year we

will have an 2After Prom Party®. This year the
party will be at Jillian's. The party will be from 2
am. to 6 am. During these four hours no one will
be able to leave. If you are interested in helping
chaperone at The Parador or at Jillian's or a both
places, please contact Joanne Guercio at 713-460-
1509 or Maria Montemayor at 281-565-1083.

Thank you!
Kathy Comeaux
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If you haven't volunteered this year, here' s your
chance to get involved. We are looking for
volunteers to assist behind the scenes with the
Style Show models.

If you are interested, please contact the Model
Coordinators:

Deborah Sifuentes
Hm 713-944-6619
Email dsifuent@mdanderson.org

Norma Camp
Hm 281-855-0183
Email ncfloral @yaoo.com

$
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Sophomore Class Nears $45,000 Mark
Freshman Class Almost at $25,000 and 25%
Junior and Senior Classes Approach 20% Level

The Advancement Office wishesto give you an
update on the state of the 2005-2006 Annual
Fund. The following shows the total gift amount
for each class as well as the participation level
of each class.

Class Total Donations Participation %

Senior $21,365 17%
Junior $21,493 18%
Sophomore  $44,315 27%
Freshman $24,330 24%

Thanksto all the current parents who have
given so generoudly to the Annual Fund this
year. For more information contact
Advancement Director Jim Michalek at 713-
341-5577. You aso may contact your class
chairmen: Bill and Mary Ann Loweth (Senior
Class), Steve and Debbie Guarino (Junior
Class), Mike and Glori O'Donnel (Sophomore
Class) and Shiv and Lyn Shivshanker
(Freshman Class).



and Luncheon

Please join us for the 35" annual Mother/Son Style Show
that is a sentimental highlight of the year for our mothers
and all friends of STH!

WHEN:  Wednesday, April 5, 2006
10:30 am. Social Hour and Slent Auction
11:30 a.m. Luncheon and Style Show

WHERE: J.W. Marriott Galleria
5150 Westheimer, 77056

TICKETS $55, $70, AND $85 (All proceeds benefit the
K. Thomas Scholarship Fund)

RESERVATIONS MUST BE IN BY MARCH 31

Margaret Labbé, 713-932-7421 or

mar gar etl @heritagetexas.com, or Cathy Sharp, 713 -661-
7122 or cbsharp@houston.rr.com

May/June Big Red News
Notice mail out day change

Deadline: Monday, April 10
Mail out: Monday, April 24
Editor: Mary Alice Greaney
281-897-8276
pma_greaney @shcglobal.net




