First of al, on behalf of the faculty and staff | want to thank all of
you parents for your incredible generosity to the faculty and staff at
Christmastime. | like the idea that the gift is given in the name of
all the parents and no one knows who donated how much to the
Christmas Gift Fund. (Thisyear it totaled about $22,000!) You
are so kind and generous to al of us who work with youin
educating your sons. Thanks again.

For the past three years rumors have been floating around that |
was leaving St. Thomas High School at the end of that particular
year. Thefirst part of this year the rumors abounded. Just before
Christmas, Rev. Ken Decker, C.S.B., our Superior General
appointed me the first President of St. Thomas and appointed Fr.
John Huber as the new Principal, effective July 1, 2006. We will
have what they call “the President/Principal Model” of governance
for the school. Our other Basilian schools already operate under
this model and about 75% of all Catholic high schools owned by a
Religious Congregation use this model. The popularity of this
model is because of the increasing workload caused by modern
administrative activities. They will now be divided.

Both the President and the Principal will share roles dealing with
the mission, vision, philosophy, and leadership along with being
the spiritual leaders and involved in long-range strategic planning.
We will share responsibility for development of school climate,
promotion of Catholic identity, religious formation, and campus
ministry.

Many of you already know Fr. Huber because he has been teaching
your sons Spanish or Theology. Fr. Huber came to St. Thomas
shortly after completing his doctoral degree in Catholic school
leadership from the University of San Francisco. We are fortunate
that we will have someone of his caliber leading St. Thomas as
Principal. His most important roles will be as instructional and
educational leader of the school and will be the primary contact
with student, parents, and faculty. His most important
responsibilities will be curriculum development, student record
keeping, student discipline, counseling and heath services, faculty,
extra-curricular activities, and the school calendar.

As President | will servein the capacity of a CEOQ. My primary
role is Advancement/fundraising, business/financial, liaison with
the board and with the Basilian Fathers. The most important
responsibilities| will have are: alumni relations, marketing
initiative, financial aid programs, oversight of plant and facilities,
budget development, and contracts with the community.

I look forward to working with Fr. Huber in leading this great
school into a bright future and devoting more time in the areas

of my responsibilities as President.

As we begin the month of February, we are aready
thinking “Round-Up” here at St. Thomas. Thisisa
very important fundraiser for St. Thomas because
the proceeds of the raffle are used to provide tuition
assistance for students who would otherwise not be
ableto attend St. Thomas. Through the enthusiasm
and unselfishness of our young men selling raffle
tickets, and parents and alumni running “ Round-
Up,” 168 students this year receive some financial
aid which enables them to attend St. Thomas. |
cannot think of a better or more Christian way to
use these funds. It also continues the Basilian
tradition of finding a way for a young man to come
to St. Thomasif he has the desire to work hard and
is capable of handling our challenging academic
program, even though his family is unable to pay all
of the tuition.

Students will be asking their families and friends to
help them. Last year by the time the winning tickets
were pulled, every student sold at least one quota of
tickets and altogether brought in more than
$269,000! One quota of tickets this year is 12
books or $240. Please encourage your son to be
involved in this activity so that we can continue to
live this Basilian tradition. Thank you.

deadline February 15, 2006.

A reminder that the deadline for filing for financial
aid is February 15. YOU MUST APPLY FOR
FINANCIAL AID EVERY YEAR. Applications
for financial aid are available in the Business Office
at school. Please have your son stop by to pick one
up, or an application may be downloaded from the
St. Thomas website at www.sths.org. Questions
regarding financial aid should be directed to Mrs.
McConnell, 713-864-6348 x 115. No financial aid
applicationswill be accepted after February 15.




Asyou begin your last semester, please keep in mind
that your colleges are expecting you to compl ete your
senior year in the fashion in which you have worked
throughout your high school career. Although theend isin
sight, continue to work hard and study.

Congratulations to the following seniors who have already
been accepted into at least one college or university:

Andrew Acevedo, Jose Ascencio, Adam Aviles, Jared
Bench, Stephen Brown, Matthew Castro, Joseph Chiavone,
Matthew Cire, David Clay, Stephen Cleboski, Timothy
Deck, Paul English, Brenton Francisco, James Franks,
Anthony Garcia, Abel Gonzales, David Greaney, Kevin
Husband, Travis Jacobs, Austin Jacquet, Keith Maraffa,
Steven McClintock, Matthew Nadji, Mario Navarro, Steven
Patin, Charles Peterson, Gregory Piper, Andrew Pittman,
Patrick Radecker, Samuel Rassenfoss, Ryan Rubenstahl,
Landon Schaeffer, Patrick Schell, Samuel Thompson,
Thomas Wolff, Samuel Wong, and Alexander Yi (as of
January 6, 2005).

Once again, we would like to congratulate you on your
college acceptances and scholarships offers. Please make
sure you continue to bring us a copy of these letters. Even if
you have informed your counselor, the counseling office
still needs a copy of your letter of acceptance.

& 1

" #
$ %

Spring Break is aways a good time for Juniors to begin the
college search by going out and visiting some campuses,
attending information sessions and possibly having an
interview with a college admissions representative. Planning
ahead and doing some visits now will certainly help to lessen
the @stress® that comes with this process. To arrange for a
campus information session and tour, all you need to do is call
the Admission Office of the particular college or university
and arrange for atime. Please make sure that you let the
Admission Office of each college or university that you visit
know that you are on campus. Some of the more selective
schools will consider campus visits a plusin their application
decisions.

Juniors should register for one ACT and one SAT before the
summer. By taking an exam now, the result will provide you
with information on how you may better plan for your next
exams in the fall of your senior year.

SAT Reasoning/ SAT Subject Matter
2006
(www.collegeboar d.com)
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Students will have the opportunity to visit with
representatives of careersin which they have indicated
an interest. This career exploration experience will be
coordinated through the efforts of Fr. Gaelens, David
Hanse, the Alumni Association, and the Counseling
Department.

n )
Parents of Juniors are encouraged to call their son’s
counselor to schedule a college planning meeting as

soon as possible. Thisisacritical first step to the college
process that should begin in the junior year.

TEST DATE REG. REGISTRATION LATE REGISTRATION
DEADLINE DEADLINE
April 1, 2006 * February 24, 2006 March 8, 2006
May 6, 2006 April 3, 2006 April 12, 2006
June 3, 2006 April 28, 2006 May 10, 2006

*  Only SAT Reasoning offered on this date

ACT Assessment Plus Writing - 2006

(www.act.orQ)

TEST DATE REG. REGISTRATION LATE REGISTRATION
DEADLINE DEADLINE
Feb. 11, 2006 January 6, 2006 January 20, 2006
April 8, 2006 March 3, 2006 March 17, 2006
June 10, 2006 May 5, 2006 May 19, 2006
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Congratulations to Donald and Kathleen Thoede on the
birth of their son! Benjamin Thomas Thoede was born
December 20" at 5:40 p.m. weighing 8 Ibs, 5 oz and
measuring 19.5° long.

Our Band, Orchestra, Percussion Ensemble and St
Thomas Singers brought in the Christmas Season with
outstanding performances. Thank you to Maria Castro
for chairing the wonderful Christmas Concert Reception
and to all our parents who brought delicious food.

UPCOMING EVENTS

January
The next MUSIC GUILD MEETING will be held on

Saturday, January 21 at 9:30 am. Please come and help
us plan our spring events.

February
28 TAPPS Large Group Contest Noon

Our talented Jazz Groups will also be performing at
various events this spring, including the St. Thomas
Moore Auction, the Duchesne Academy Auction,
Round-Up, the STH Style Show and the St. Agnes Style
Show.

If you have questions please call Kathy Terry at
713/880-1602 (kterrysthsmusi c@sbcgl obal .net), Guild
President or Donald Thoede, Director, 713-864-6348,
x 250.
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Asaresult of St. Thomas parents shopping at Office
Depoat, the school received a check in December for
$102.83. Thank you very much. It realy helps.

For those of you who shop at Office Depot and do not
designate St. Thomas High School, you can do so by
using St. Thomas High School’ s 5% Back to Schools ID
number: 70097683. Then every time you shop at Office
Depot, give the cashier our ID number and 5% percent of
your purchase will be donated to St. Thomas High
School. Thank you.

St. Thomas Open House is scheduled for Sunday,
January 29, at 1 p.m. We need cookies for visitors and
sandwich trays and snacks for approximately 200 boys
and teachers working the event.

If you can help, please call Jeannette Jeffus, 713-283-

0030, Cecile Guarino, 713-721-5600, Helen Schutz,
713-849-4245 or Nancy Carter, 713-840-7605.

* +

The St. Thomas drama department is proud to
present our first musical, Guys and Dolls. The
curtain will rise at 7:30 in the Cemo Auditorium on
April 6,7,and 8.

Many hands are needed to make this production a
success. There are unlimited possibilitiesto assist in
making this performance our best so far. Please
contact either Mr. Green at dan.green@sths.org or
Debbie Guarino at debbiedgg@aol.com as soon as
possible. Finally, without an audience there cannot
be a show, so please mark your calendars and come
and enjoy an evening of great entertainment.

Thank you for your support!

+

Super Bowl Chaperones

The student council is sponsoring a Super Bowl
party on February 5 for all students. If you are
interested in helping chaperone, please contact

Joanne Guercio or Kathy Comeauix (see phone

numbers above).

Valentine’s Dance Chaperones

If you areinterested in chaperoning the Valentine's
Dance on February 10 please contact Joanne Guercio
at 713-460-1509 or Kathy Comeaux at 713-937-
4249. Thedanceisfor freshman and sophomore
students only. If you are a parent of a 9" or 10"
grade student please consider chaperoning. It'sa
great way to meet other St. Thomas parents.

All freshmen, sophomores and juniors will be
meeting with their counselor during February
to select courses for the 2006-2007 academic
year. Following this meeting, the course
selection sheet will be mailed home with the
registration materials.



St. Thomas Club and Honor Roll Roster
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Seniors
Landon Schaeffer Samuel Simmons
Jared Scheinuk Dominic Spinelli
Patrick Schell Isaac Vargas
Patrick Servos Joseph Weium
William Sias Thomas Wolff
&

Derek Cones (11) Parent 2 — Gregg Cones
4444 Memorial Dr. #5
Houston, 77007

Michael Doguim (9)
2607 Kittansett Circle
Katy, 77450

Jonathan K ozak
2710 Grand FallsDr.
Kingwood, 77345

Jaime Jimenez (10)
8703 RainsvilleLLn.
Houston, 77075

Barton Taylor (11)
4522 Pine St.
Bellaire, TX 77401

Tyler Tribble (9)
5006 M ayfair
Bellaire, 77401

Zachary Zernick (12)
2046 River Lawn Dr.
Kingwood, 77339

New studentsfor the spring semester:

Alexander Gierczyk (9)
2007 Mount Forest Dr.
Kingwood, 77345

Florian & Marcia Gierczyk
281-361-5838
fmgier czyk @aol.com

Nicholas M arullo

5218 Mimosa Dr.
Bellaire, 77401

Edwin & Kathy Marullo
713-667-2054

kmar ullo@sbcglobal.net

45

Zachary Shelton (9)

4552 EIm St.

Bellaire, 77401

Art & Ellen Shelton

713-668-1280 (hm)

ellen_shelton@justex.net (fam. email)
zachshelton@houston.rr.com (student email)
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Sophomore Class Takes Commanding Lead

The Advancement Office wishes to give you an
update on the state of the Annual Fund. The following
list shows the total gift amount for each class as well
asthe participation level of each class.

Class Total Donations Participation %
Senior $18,865 15%
Junior $18,543 15%
Sophomore $36,455 21%
Freshman $17,155 18%

Current parent giving is considerably ahead of last
year's pace in every class. Thanksto all the current
parents who have given so generously to the Annual
Fund this year. For more information contact
Advancement Director Jim Michalek at 713-341-
5577. Or contact your class chairmen: Bill and Mary
Ann Loweth (Senior Class), Steve and Debbie
Guarino (Junior Class), Mike and Glori O’ Donnel
(Sophomore Class) and Shiv and Lyn Shivshanker
(Freshman Class).

*
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Thank you to all of the St. Thomas families who
contributed to this year’s fund. Together we collected
about $22,000 for our faculty and staff to say 2Merry
Christmas and Thank Y ou® for al you do for our young
men. We would also like to thank Kathy and Bill
Lawrence for their generosity in donating free carwashes
at Bubbles Car Wash for the faculty and staff. Thiskind
of generosity shows just how much our faculty and staff
are loved and why St. Thomas is such a wonderful
community. Thank you all for participating!

Cathy Poye and Josena Malonson-Auzenne
Christmas Gift Fund Co-Chairs
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Happy New Y ear and welcome back for the second semester!

The annual Mother-Son Mass was a beautiful event and it was so
special to celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception with our
sons. A HUGE thanks to Jeffrey Hill and Anne Glover for obtaining
flowers for the altar and organizing the reception after Mass. The
food was delicious, the decorations were festive, and the dlide show
presentation of the mothers and sons was a wonderful addition to the
fegtivities. We also appreciate Betty Fischer, our archivist, for
supplying so much St. Thomas memorabiliafor usto enjoy, and
many thanks to the Tom's Moms who served and replenished the
food trays so the current moms could enjoy the morning with their
sons. Following the reception, Jan Bitner, our Social Events Chair,
arranged for lunch at the Blue Plate Bistro, and approximately 75
mothers gathered for more food and fun. Thank you, Jan, for
planning this event. And, thank you Tim Taylor and Tony Mandola
for being such gracious hosts and allowing us to take over the
restaurant.

Jan is planning a Happy Hour in February at El Tiempo, has
chartered a bus for a shopping trip to Canton on Saturday, April 1,
and is working with Patrenella’s on Jackson Hill for an end-of-the
year blowout. She will be giving us al the details at the February 1
Mothers' Club meeting and in the March edition of the BRN. Come
join us!

Thisyear's Christmas Fund was the most successful ever! About
$22,000 was collected and each member of the faculty and staff
received a $233.40 Christmas gift from the St. Thomas parents.
Thank you so much for your generosity, and thank you, Cathy Poye
and Josena Malonson-Auzenne for coordinating this program. We
truly appreciate our St. Thomas faculty and staff who work so hard
to educate our sons and provide them with such a wonderful
environment.

The next few months are packed with activities. Open House will be
held on Sunday, January 29, at 1:00 p.m. Hundreds of prospective
students and their parents will be visiting the school that day and
many helping hands will be necessary to make this event successful.
Please volunteer to bring cookies and sandwiches and help out that
day.

There will be aMothers Club meeting on Wednesday, February 1.
Mass will take placein the Chapel at 11:30. Lunch and the meeting
will begin at 12:00 noon in Cemo Auditorium. The Nominating
Committee who will choose next year's Executive Board will be
announced and Style Show models will beintroduced. In addition,
Mr. O'Brien, Director of Student Activities, and Student Council
officers will brief us on Jr.-Sr. Prom plans and other student
activities. And speaking of student activities, Chaperone Chairs,
Kathy Comeaux, 713-937-4249, Joanne Guercio, 713-460-1509, and
Maria Montemayor, 713-565-1083, will need parents to help with
the Super Bowl party on Sunday, February 5, and the Valentine
Dance for freshman and sophomore students on Friday, February 10.
Both of these events will be held in Cemo Auditorium.

If you haven't chaperoned this year, these are two
fun activities to help with. Many studentstell their
parents, 2Don't you dare come and chaperonel®, but
the truth is, the boys and their friends are having so
much fun, they don't even notice you' re there.

Saturday, February 4, the Mothers' Club will be at
the school to provide refreshments and visit with
parents whose sons are taking the entrance exams.
Rossalyn Granger, 713-680-1748, and Josena
Malonson-Auzenne, 281-458-2329, are the
hostesses for this event.

And, of course, that great St. Thomas tradition,
Round-Up, isjust right around the corner on
Sunday, March 6 from 12:00 noon until 6:30 p.m.
right here on campus! We hope to see all of you
there. Kathy Cire, 713-789-0984, Ann Patin, 713-
493-6911, and Susan Protz, 713-896-9911, are the
Round-Up Chairs. If you'd liketo get involved,
givethem acall. They need so much help for this
event.

If al of this activity is exhausting you, Cathy Poye,
713-460-4115, and Jamie Leonard, 713-789-8747,
are making plans for the Mothers Club Retreat, on
Thursday, March 23 at the Cenacle Retreat Center.
Mark your calendars! Come relax in a beautiful
setting and re-center yourselves.

It may seem like along time until the Style Show,
on Wednesday, April 5, at the JWW Marriott, but I've
already heard moms talking about getting a group
together and buying atable. Thisyear'sthemeis
“Walking on Sunshine,” and if it's anything like last
year's show, you won't want to missit! Invitations
will be going out February 24. All proceeds are
used for scholarships for the top 10 studentsin each
class. Jackie Beck, 281-360-4391, Kathy McCord,
713-961-5368, and Annette Tamborello, 713-682-
6853, are the chairs and can answer any questions
you might have.

Finally, thank you once again for your generosity
not only to the Christmas Fund, but for al each of
you parents do for St. Thomas.

Margaret Chiavone, President
281-376-4240 (Home)
281-467-4630 (Cell)
jchiavonejr@houston.rr.com
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Day/Date

Wednesday, February 1
Mothers' Club Meeting

Nominating board will be announced

Friday, March 3

Deadline for self- nominating form and
three recommendation letters by those
who would like to be considered for an
executive board position. All
formg/letters should be submitted to Fr.
Belisch. Recommendation |etters should
be from other mothers who have worked
closely with candidate. Please do not ask
STH faculty or staff for recommendation
letters.

Wednesday, March 8
Mothers' Club Meeting

List of candidates for executive board
positions to be announced

Friday, March 31

Deadline for receiving comment forms

Sunday, April 9

Meeting of Nominating Board

Wednesday, April 12
Mothers' Club Meeting

Announcement of date of officersfor
2006-2007

Friday, April 28

Deadline for receipt of standing
committee and special event chairperson
forms.

Questions? Contact Pam Loomis at 281-250-4682, or

pam_loomis@hotmail.com
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Feb. 8 — El Tiempo Cantina, 5602 Washington Ave., 6:30 p.m., $15
includes appetizers. RSVP no later than Feb 3.

April 1 —Bustrip to Canton. All mothers and friends are invited. Leave
from STH at 5am., and return at 11 p.m. Spaceislimited. Please make
payment of $45 to STH Mothers Club at the time of reservation. RSVP

no later than Wed., March 16.

May — Final Social Event of the year at Patrenella’s, 813 Jackson Hill.

More info to follow

RSVP for all eventsto Jan Bitner, 713-782-4160 or

Jan.Bitner @netig.com
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We are very excited to present our retreat speaker,
Pat Kerlin, Certified Spiritual Director with over
25 years experience and mother of 6. Pat will lead
usin aday of relaxation and renewal.

Reserve your space now and plan to spend this
special day with the Moms of St. Thomas.
$25.00 per person —includes lunch

Make check payableto
St. Thomas Mother's Club and mail to:
Cathy Poye
2903 Durban
Houston, TX 77043

Jamie Leonard & Cathy Poye
Mothers' Club Retreat Co-Chairs

Do you want help keeping that New Year's
resolution to get into shape?
Boy, do we have the class for you!

What:  Kickboxing exercise class with a fabulous
abs workout!

Where: St. Thomas High School cafeteria

When: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5:30 p.m.

Who: Ladiesonly (family and friends welcome)

Cost:  $5 per class

What to bring: Water bottle and mat for sit-ups

Please contact Jackie Brown at (713) 721-3033 or
jbrown?7@houston.rr.com if you are interested.
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Vicki Brown-Sobecki, Kathy ComeaL,
Pat Fahy, Cyndi Rocha, Staci Sorensen, and
Rhonda Stryk provided fabulous treats.
Carol Burke and Kathy Marek underwrote
pizzaand Maria Castro, Kathy Lawrence,
Debra Read and Susan Reul funded the
delicious breakfast tacos. Appreciation
and thanksto al for everything. Only the
Best in 2006.
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The St. Thomas Adult Bible Study meets on
Monday evenings 7-8:30 p.m. at school in room
2116. We are studying the Acts of the Apostles at
this time (began on January 16).

#6 6 6!
"Walking on Sunshine'
Annual Style Show and Luncheon

JW. Marriott Galleria New members and returning members are most

April 5, 2006 welcome. Questions? Phone Fr. Belisch at 713-
: P j 868-9209 ext. 302.
Start getting your friends together for atable at this
: Spring Tradition! ’

- Underwriting opportunities are available at all
: CATHOLIC

levels, please contact: Annette Tamborello, 713 ‘ :
682-6853 or Jackie Beck, 281 360-4391 : ; gCHOOLg
! ! educating mind eheart e spirit

March Big Red News
Deadline: Monday, February 13

Mail out: Friday, February 24
Editor: Mary Alice Greaney
281-897-8276
pma._greaney@sbcglobal.net

Order St. Basil coffee at
www.saintbasilcoffee.com




