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I hope and pray that you are enjoying your summer and that 
despite your many activities and occupations, you have quality 
time to spend with your family and loved ones: family is truly 
a way in which to encounter God in a closer and more intimate 
way. 
 

We have been busy here at St. Thomas preparing for a new 
school year.  This year we will have the highest enrollment in 
25 years, with a freshman class of over 200 students.  We 
welcome our new freshmen and our transfer students (we have 
great expectations for you!), and we welcome back all of our 
sophomores, juniors and seniors to a brand new school year 
full of potential, optimism, and grace.  God continues to bless 
the St. Thomas community as he has been doing since 1900!   
 

Please read this newsletter carefully as it contains necessary 
details about the beginning of school.  Additional information 
will be placed on our website at sths.org.  If you haven’ t 
already received them, your son’s schedule, book list, and 
other information are on their way. 
 

We have been busy making physical improvements to the 
campus: field turf is being installed on our football field, 
which will enable more of our teams to have more access to 
the field.  We are thankful to those who have sacrificed in 
order to make our field turf project a reality.  Students in 
particular will notice a newly remodeled outdoor quad, with 
palm trees providing shade from the hot sun, and more areas 
for students to sit.  Our athletic offices have been 
reconstructed and our new athletic director and head football 
coach, Mr. Kurt Page, and his new assistant Mrs. Cyndi Boren 
will be working out of this newly-improved area.  Additional 
smartboards have been donated in order to enhance instruction 
in the classroom.  We likewise welcome several new teachers 
and coaches to our staff this year. 
 

After a well-deserved break full of a combination of relaxation 
and activities, our faculty is preparing to begin the school year 
full of enthusiasm.  Saint Thomas has a wonderful tradition of 
Catholic secondary education for young men within the 
Gospel-inspired Basilian tradition of applying goodness, 
discipline and knowledge in all we do: in the classroom, on 
the field, and indeed in all of our activities both on and off 
campus.  Our education is meant to compliment the Christian 
education which takes place within the family: in the context 
of family true evangelization takes place.  Here at St. Thomas 
we strive to compliment and strengthen the faith life you have 
been fostering in your son throughout his young life.  
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            �   Textbook Sales Dates – p. 3 
                 �   Freshman and Transfer Orientation – p. 3 
                 �   St. Thomas Club and Honor Roll – p. 4 
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Aug.10th ± Freshman & Transfer Orientation  
                     2:00 p.m.±8:00 p.m. 

± Freshman Parent Orientation 7:00 p.m. 
 

Aug.14th ± First Day of Classes, 12:30 p.m. dismissal 
 

Aug.15th �  Full Day of School, Mass  
                    (Feast of the Assumption) 
 

Aug.20th �  Mothers'  Club Mass & Fall Tea 12:30 p.m.  
 

Aug.23rd �  Back to School Night 6:30 p.m. 
 

Aug.26th ± Orientation Dance 8:30 p.m.- 11:30 p.m. 
 
  
Father Schwenzer is honored to begin his position as St. 
Thomas High School' s first President, and I am equally 
honored to begin this year as Principal.  I have taught many of 
your sons already and am privileged to be able to serve St. 
Thomas in this new capacity.  We likewise welcome back two 
Basilians who have already had a great history at St. Thomas: 
Father Les Schaefer and Father Bob Glass. 
 
As we begin another year, we call upon Jesus to be with us 
and send his spirit on us: students, faculty and staff of Saint 
Thomas, as well as our extended family of parents, alumni, 
and friends.  He is the reason we exist, we strive to be faithful 
to his Church, to his Gospel and to his children.  Please 
continue to pray that we each remain faithful to his call in 
order to provide your sons with a faith-based Catholic 
education that will prepare them for the challenges of both the 
world and their own hearts and souls.�� �
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…All incoming freshman and transfer students and 
welcome back all returning Eagles.  We in the Guidance 
and Counseling Office are already hard at work gearing 
up a number of programs for this fall and preparing to 
meet with your sons during the first few weeks of 
school.  Each student has been assigned a counselor 
according to the alphabet of the student' s last name.   
 
Counselor' s Name  Student' s Last Name 
Iris Spells            A ± G  
  ext. 185 or iris.spells@sths.org  
 
Philip Cuneo           H ± O  
  ext. 108 or philip.cuneo@sths.org  
 
Marilyn Cameron          P ± Z 
  ext. 106 or marilyn.cameron@sths.org  
 
Please feel free to contact your son' s counselor should 
you have any questions or concerns.  Also, Mrs. Theresa 
Northway, our Administrative Assistant, is a wonderful 
asset to our department and can be reached either at ext. 
107 or, by E-mail at theresa.northway@sths.org  
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On Thursday, September 14th, from 7:00 p.m. ± 9:00 
p.m. we will be hosting an informational College Cost 
Financial Strategy Seminar.  Parents of students at any 
grade level (the earlier the better) who are planning to 
attend college should come to learn what options there 
are in meeting the rising cost of attending college.  
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Monday, October 9th 
7:00 p.m. 

Strake Jesuit 
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You should have already had your Junior 
Conference, prepared your activities resume and 
written a college essay.  You should plan to meet 
with your counselor during the first few weeks of 
school to review your target schools and your 
preparedness to begin submitting applications.  It is 
an integral part of our departmental strategy to 
submit your applications early in the fall. Do not 
delay!  Have your game-face on and be up for the 
exciting prospect of submitting your college 
applications.  
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Kaplan Test Prep will be holding a review course on 
campus from August 6th through October 10th.  The 
cost for the course is $799.  For more information 
visit the STHS website under ‘parents,'  ‘ important 
announcements.'  To register call; 1-800-KAP-TEST 
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Fall of the sophomore year is especially important in 
terms of students positioning themselves 
academically.  To this end there will be a very 
important informational seminar given Thursday 
evening, September 7th regarding what students can 
expect from the fast-approaching college admissions 
process.   
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PSAT &  EXPLORE @ STHS:    Oct. 18th  
 
SAT @ STHS:  Oct. 14th     (Regis: 9/12) 
ACT:    Oct. 28th     (Regis: 9/22) 
Register  at: www.collegeboard.com  or   www.act.org 
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New student orientation will be held on Thursday, 
August 10th, from 2:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.  Students 
should report to the gymnasium at 2:00 p.m. (shorts and 
t-shirts may be worn) for an afternoon of activities 
aimed at building class spirit and loyalty.  Useful 
information about how to be a successful and well-
rounded St. Thomas man will also be presented.  
Transfer students have special sessions led by Transfer 
Mentors to help them have a successful transition into 
life at St. Thomas.  The Mothers'  Club will serve the 
students dinner in the late afternoon. 
All new parents are asked to come that evening at 7:00 
p.m. to Cemo Auditorium in the Moran Fine Arts Center 
for a Parent Orientation meeting.  Come early at 6:30 
p.m. and enjoy the welcome and refreshments of our 
Mothers'  Club. This meeting will include presentations 
by the administration, athletic and guidance departments. 
The evening ends with refreshments and time to 
socialize with other new parents and students. 
 

�  � � � � � � 
� � � � � � � ! 

If you did not have the opportunity to work on service 
hours during the summer, now is a good time to get 
started or to develop your plan of action. The required 
number of service hours for seniors and juniors is 40 
hours.  Sophomores will earn their service hours through 
a service retreat, and the freshmen are required to earn 
15 hours. Seniors and juniors must have a service 
contract and evaluation for at least one service project 
they will be working on out in the community.  More 
details will follow on the school web page, and through 
the service packet your son will receive the first week of 
school. All service forms can also be found on the 
school web page under Campus Ministry. 
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New books will be sold in the school cafeteria 
August 10th and 11th between 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 
a.m. 
 

August 10th:  new books for  9th and 10th grades 
August 11th:  new books for  11th and 12th grades  
 

On these same days, some used books are usually 
available for sale in the courtyard beginning at 7:30 
a.m.   
Summer reading books are still available in the 
school bookstore from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. 
 

A final updated book list with prices will be available 
by August 1st at www.sths.org. 
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All parents are invited to attend “Back to School”  
Night on Wednesday, August 23rd, beginning 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. Ask your son to give you a 
copy of his schedule and go to his Period A class 
first.  (If your son takes Band before school, you will 
begin in the Band Room at 6:00 p.m.)  You will have 
an opportunity to follow your son' s schedule, meet 
all of his teachers, and find out something about the 
course content.  To help with refreshments please 
call, Gina Sheil at 281-363-0575 or Nancy Cushing at 
______ . 
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Orientation Day for all new students will be on 
Thursday, August 10th beginning at 2:00 p.m.  
Mothers Club volunteers will serve snacks in addition 
to dinner for the new students.  Donations of cookies, 
brownies, sandwiches, cheese and fruit trays and 
crackers will be greatly appreciated.  If you are 
interested in donating any of theses treats, please 
contact Janice Carroll at 713-894-2128.  Bring your 
food trays to Mary Moody Hall by 2:00 p.m. on Aug 
10th.  
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Two important meetings are planned to address our 
students'  internet use and their safety: one for the 
students themselves and one for parents. Although the 
meeting dates are not set, the students will have an 
assembly in early September, and we will have an 
essential evening meeting for all parents later in 
September.  We will communicate the dates with you as 
soon as possible.  In the meantime, we encourage you to 
probe into your son' s internet use, particularly at home.  
As you know, the internet is both a useful tool and a 
dangerous one.  Ask your son if he has a website or blog, 
particularly on myspace.com (hundreds of our students 
do).  Ask him to show it to you, and let him know what 
you are proud of as far as how he presents himself, but 
also challenge him in areas where he may be presenting 
himself in a way which contradicts your family' s values.  
We will be dialoguing with you more about overall 
internet topics this fall. 
 
 
 
 
<<<< insert the Basilian Coffee Logo Here >>>> 
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Cyndi Boren           Asst. to the Athletic Director 
Marilyn Cameron             Counseling  
Philip Cuneo*           Director of Counseling 
Frank Daniels           Physical Education, 
                                          Assistant Football Coach 
Judith Dybell           English 
Fr. Bob Glass, C.S.B.       History 
Fr. John Huber, C.S.B.*   Principal 
Gary Kunz   Physical Education, Health,       

                          Assistant Football Coach 
Jon Moody*                      Director of Recruitment and   
            Admissions 
Sean O' Neill ' 00           Science 
Kurt Page           Athletic Director,  
                                         Head Football Coach 
William Rhem ' 95           Spanish, English 
Fr. Ronald Schwenzer, C.S.B.* President  
Fr. Les Schaeffer, C.S.B.  Proctoring 
Iris Spells           Counseling 
Robert Trahan          Theology, Science 
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The St. Thomas Bible Study group meets on Monday 
evenings 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. at St.Thomas.  This fall 
we will be studying the Book of Job. First meeting is 
on Monday, Aug. 28th at Spaghetti Western restaurant 
(on N.Shepherd just across street from Jax) to get our 
books and renew acquaintance.  The first study 
session is on Monday, Sept. 11th. 
New members are welcome to join! 
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Ready or not, here we go!  I hope this letter finds each of 
you doing something you love doing with your family, 
your friends or even all by yourself.  Take time to rest 
because we have an exciting year ahead of us! 
 

Before we move forward, I' d like to take a moment to 
thank a few special ladies.  I felt so honored to be part of 
the beautiful Installation Luncheon at the Junior League.  
From the creative table decorations to the delicious food, 
Betsy Baxter, Suzanne Kelly and Jody Parent made the 
day special for all of us.  What a treat to see so many 
incoming freshman mothers.  I cannot wait to meet each 
of you.  Thank you to Molly Delery and Liz Stanley for 
hosting our Academic Awards Reception and to Cecile 
Guarino and Jeannette Jeffus for a delicious 
Baccalaureate Reception for our graduating seniors and 
their families. 
 

I am amazed at the amount of work being done over the 
summer break.  Our Auction Chairs; Nancy Carter, 
Jeffrey Hill & Ann Laws have been working at full 
speed to plan the auction event of the century.  The Big 
Red News/Mail-out Chairs; Cathy Broussard & Marilyn 
Daniel, Directory Chairs; Cyndi Boren, Carol Burke, Pat 
Fahy & Kathy Lawrence, Freshman/Transfer Orientation 
Chairs; Jane Bosworth, Janice Carroll, Mary Francisco 
& Judy Thrasher, Fall Tea Chairs; Kathleen Barndt, 
Leigh Ann Brubaker, Dana Kurtin & Cathy Sharp, and 
Parent' s Back to School Night Chairs; Nancy Cushing & 
Gina Sheil have all been busy this summer. 
 

A world of thanks to our Mentor Mom Chairs, Mary 
Beth Kayle, Mary Millik & Mary Payne, along with a 
host of moms who have graciously offered their 
beautiful homes for the summer parties.  These ladies 
have devoted their summer to welcoming our incoming 
freshman & transfer families into the St. Thomas 
Family. A special thanks to Pat Fahy for preparing the 
informative “Eagles Eye”  for our new families. 
 

I look forward to seeing all of you at the Fall Tea on 
Sunday, August 20th. You will be receiving your 
invitation in the mail soon.  We will celebrate with Mass 
at 12:30 p.m. followed by refreshments.  You will be 
introduced to the numerous events and committees 
sponsored by the Mothers'  Club and have an opportunity 
to get involved. 
 

Our first official Mothers'  Club Meeting will be 
Wednesday, September 6th  at 12:00 noon (Mass at 11:30 
a.m. in the Chapel) in Cemo Auditorium. It is our hope 
that these monthly meetings will continue to be as 
informative as they are fun in socializing with other 

mothers.  For our working moms who cannot get 
away, we have two Saturday meetings scheduled 
throughout the year. 
 

I am so very excited and honored for the privilege of 
leading such a remarkably diverse, hard-working, 
loving group of women and I feel blessed to have 
Josena Malonson-Auzenne, Cindy Cummings, 
Debbie Guarino & Helen Schutz as partners on the 
Executive Board.  It is our hope that this coming 
school year will be an extraordinary one for ALL of 
us.  I welcome your thoughts, ideas, time and energy 
as we step into the best year ever! 
 

May God continue to bless you and your family. 
 

Cathy Poye 
Mothers'  Club President 
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Raffle tickets for a Laptop and Printer will be sold at 
various parent events in August and September.  
Volunteers are needed to help sell the tickets at 
parent functions and varsity football games.  Please 
call Mary Fransicso to volunteer, 281-955-9110.   
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On Sunday, August 20th, the St. Thomas Mothers'  
Club will begin its year of activities and camaraderie 
with the annual Fall Tea. The event will begin with 
Mass celebrated by Father Belisch at 12:30 p.m. in 
the Moran Fine Arts Center. A reception will follow 
in Cemo Auditorium from 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. All 
mothers are welcome at this and many other events 
throughout the year. This group not only contributes 
greatly to the school, but also provides mothers with 
friendships lasting far beyond their sons'  days at 
STH. Don' t miss out! See you on the 20th! Questions, 
call Kathleen Barndt at 713-827-8144, Leigh Ann 
Brubaker at 713-661-5528, Dana Jo Kurtin at 713-
467-7117, or Cathy Sharp at 713-661-7122. 
 
 

Visit us on the web: 
www.sths.org 

Mothers'  Club Activities can be found under 
Community 
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HEALTH FORMS: All Freshmen physicals are past 
due.  Students will not be permitted into school without 
a current physical and a copy of their immunization 
record.   
 

MEDICATION POLICY: Clinic personnel are not 
permitted to administer medication of any kind, 
prescription or NON-Prescription, unless prescribed by a 
physician.  A request for Administration of Medication 
Form is available in the Attendance Office.  
 

ATTENDANCE: When a student is absent, two things 
are required:  A telephone call before 9:00 a.m. and a 
note from a parent the day the student returns.  Early 
dismissals are allowed only when a note from a parent is 
turned into our office before homeroom begins.   
 

LOST AND FOUND: The school is not responsible for 
lost or stolen articles; however, students should report 
such incidents to Mr. McConnell, Dean of Students.  A 
“Lost and Found”  is maintained in the Attendance 
Office. 
 

CARPOOL INFORMATION: Request for carpool 
information may be obtained from the Attendance 
Office. Call 713-864-6348 x109 or email 
dodie.fleming@sths.org with a list of zip codes for your 
area.  This information will not be mailed out; however, 
it may be picked up from the front office. 
 

DROP OFF: Students may be dropped off behind the 
priest residence, the stadium area, or in the front drive.  
Please do not block the flow of traffic, especially by the 
gym area and the circle drive of the cafeteria. 
 

MESSAGES: Messages will not be delivered to a 
student except in the case of an emergency.     
 

DRESS CODE: Review the dress code policy with your 
son.  This includes proper hairstyle and no facial hair.  
Policy will be enforced the first day of school.   
 

CAFETERIA: Cafeteria will be open the first full day 
of school.  Vending machines are accessible during the 
day. 
 

CELL PHONES OR ANY DEVICE REQUIRING A 
HEADSET:  Please remind your sons to keep their cell 
phones and or headsets off and in their backpacks during 
school time with the exception of during their lunchtime, 
it can be used in the courtyard area only.   
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Do you ever wish you were back in high school 
enjoying the dances?  Would you like to have fun 
meeting the other parents and students? Then please 
call; Beverly Cones, Dianne Hammelman, or Mary 
Valencia to chaperone the first and biggest dance of 
the year.  The Orientation Dance will be August 19th 
from 8:30 p.m. - 12:00 a.m. in the gym.  We need 30-
35 chaperones for this fun event.   Please contact 
Beverly 713-937-1893, Dianne 713-973-7037, Mary 
713-688-7853 
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16th Annual 
St. Thomas High School 
GOLF INVITATIONAL 

Thursday, November  9, 2006 
Blackhorse Golf Club 

Alumni, Parents and Friends 
Get Your Foursome Together 

For More Information Contact: 
Cathy Hotze 713-864-6348 X154 

 
 
 

September Big Red News 
Deadline:  Wed., August 16, 2006 
Mail out:  Mon., August 28, 2006 

Editor:  Cathy Broussard 
713-907-1727 

sthnewsletter@yahoo.com 
 


