We were very encouraged by the 341 families who came to Open
House and the 307 boys who wrote the Entrance Test in February.
Unfortunately, we will not be able to accept everyone who wrote the
test. When will students hear from the school whether they are
accepted? All of the Catholic high schools have agreed to send out
acceptance letters on March 10.

Hearing your sons talk about selling raffle tickets, you are well aware
that we are in the middle of Round-Up Raffle. Last year at the fina
count, your sons sold $256,000 worth of raffle tickets. Thisyear,
after the second turn-in day, the boys have brought in $35,000 and so
we are on target to match last year. The credit goes to you and your
sons who are so supportive of thisfundraiser to help financially
needy St. Thomas students. At this rate we will be able to continue
making $625,000+ available for financia aid next year.

I look forward to seeing you at Round-Up on March 5. Co-Chairs,
Kathy Cire, Ann Patin and Susan Protz, along with all of you who are
running or working in a booth, and donating items for various booths
are just doing a marvelous job to make this year' s Round-Up avery
special celebration for our entire St. Thomas family. It isunigueto
St. Thomas and beautifully exemplifies our family spirit and pride.

In late January | proudly accepted on behalf of St. Thomas High
School, a Good Brick Award from the Greater Houston Preservation
Alliance for our restoration of the Rotundato what it was originally
in 1940.

On Wednesday, March 1, we begin the special season of Lent. Let us
take advantage of the opportunities to examine the various areas of
our life. May God give you the courage and grace to begin to change
whatever you need to change in your lifeto be atrue follower of
Jesus Christ.
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March5 Round-Up noon - 6:30 p.m.
March6 Quota Sellers Holiday

March 8

March 10

March 13
March 23

March 24
March 28

March 29

Mothers' Club mtg., 11:30 am.
Mass, 12:00 p.m. mtg.
ThinkFirst presentation, 10:15
am., Cemo Auditorium
17 Spring Break Holiday
Parent-Teacher Conferences
6:00-8:00 p.m.
Mothers' Club Retreat
Re-registration Day for Grades
10, 11, 12
Incoming Freshman registration
5:30-7:30 p.m.

March 5, 2006 12-6:30p.m.
Be apart of St. Thomas Tradition

Volunteers still needed
Contact Pat Fahy: home: 832-237-8478
Email: pfahy333@hotmail.com

Underwriting opportunities
Carmen Aguilar: home: 713-645-7407
Email: carmen319@aol.com




Many Seniors are walking around with huge smiles
because they are also carrying acceptance lettersin their
hands. Since January, 47% of the members of the Class of
2006 have been accepted to one or more colleges or
universities located in various parts of the country.
Colleges and universities who have accepted our future
graduates are: Angelo State University, Auburn University,
Baylor University, Blinn Jr. College, Brandeis University,
Colorado School of Mines, Creighton University, Florida
Institute of Technology, Florida International, Gannon
University, Hawaii Pacific University, Houston Baptist
University, Incarnate Word University, Illinois Institute of
Technology, Kansas State University, Lamar University,
Louisiana State University, Lyons College, Marquette
University, Michigan State, New Mexico State University,
Oklahoma State University, Penn State, Prairie View
A&M, Princeton University, Purdue University, Regis
University, Rice University, Rockhurst University, Rose-
Hulman Institute of Technology, Saint Joseph's University,
Saint Louis University, Sam Houston State University,
Savannah College, Spring Hill College, St. Edward's
University, Stephen F. Austin University, Texas A&M
University, Texas A&M-Corpus, Texas A& M
International, Texas Christian University, Texas State
University, Texas Tech University, Trinity University,
Tulane University, Villanova University, and the
Universities of: Colorado, Dallas, Houston, Kansas,
Missouri-Columbia, Missouri-Rolla, Nebraska, St.
Thomas, Texas at Austin, Texas at Dallas, and Texas at
San Antonio.

In addition to being offered admission to the college and/or
university, students have also been awarded merit
scholarships for their outstanding academic work in high
school. To date scholar ship offerstotal over
$1,980.400.00. Fantastic! Congratulations!

We know that this list is not complete nor isthe
scholarship amount accurate; therefore, pleasebring in
copies of your decision letters and scholarship offers so
that we may include you in our numbers. You may also fax
copies to 713-590-0266 or email themto
belle.parrish@sths.org.
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The essay plays an extremely important role in the
decision process for college admission. The college
essay is a unique opportunity for the student to shine,
to share something of personal importance with the
admission committee, or to answer their questions
with that “personal” touch.

Writing is a process and we all approach writing in
different ways. There are, however, some guidelines
that you should use when you approach an essay.

Prewriting: Brainstorm your ideas, group and revise
your ideas into categories, focus on the topic, and
organize your essay.

Drafting: The essay should include an introduction,
body, and conclusion.

Editing: Thisisthefinal stagein preparing your
essay. Proofread your essay carefully and slowly.

The Texas Common Application, which can be
accessed at WWW.APPLYTEXAS.ORG, can be
used to apply to al public colleges and universitiesin
Texas. Thisyear the following topics were used for
essay writing:

Topic A. Describe a significant setback, challenge, or

opportunity in your life and the impact that it has had
on you.

Topic B. Many students expand their view of the
world during their time in college. Such growth often
results from encounters between students who have
lived different cultural, economic, or academic
experiences. With your future growth in mind,
describe a potential classmate that you believe you
could learn from either within or outside aformal
classroom environment.

Topic C. What additional information do you wish to
be considered in the decision to admit you? For
example:

1. exceptional hardship, setback, or persona
experience that has shaped your abilities or
academic credentias

2. personal responsibilities

3. exceptiona achievements or special talents
such as poetry, art, bilingua proficiency, etc.

4. educational goals and choice of major

5. waysyou contribute to the commitment that
the university has made to create an
ingtitution with a diverse learning
environment

Cont. on pg.3
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Enclose documentation and references to contact for
verification, if appropriate.

Topic D. Describe an aesthetic experience you have had
that was brought about by an architectural space or
sequence of spaces, either interior or exterior. Try to link
the nature of the experience to the nature of the space.

The Common Application which can be found at
http://www.commonapp.org is used by over 200 private
colleges and universities across the nation. Juniors, check
out this website to read the essay props.

Some colleges, however, require that you access and
complete their on-line applications through their

individual websites. Juniors, find out now which props are
being used for your college choice. Thisisagreat timeto
start working on those essays!
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Call now for an appointment!

Asafollow-up to our Junior Parent Night in February, the
counselors will begin to meet with individual families by
appointment. The goal of the meeting isfor the family,
student, and counsel or to work in partnership throughout
the college process: search, selection, and apply. We have
found over the yearsthat this may be the first time that
families have seriously begun talking about college.
Please call the Counseling Office to schedule a conference
with your son's counselor. Prior to the meeting, both
parents and students are asked to compl ete the two
questionnaires that were in the red college folder and bring
the completed forms with you to the meeting.

Our best adviceisfor al students to begin searching
NOW for college scholarships. Thereisno time like the
present. Do not wait until senior year! Remember that
every little bit helpsto defray college costs. One of the
best resources for scholarship seekersis Fastweb. You
may go online and begin your search: www.fastweb.com.
Other sites that you might also want to look at are: Broke
Scholar — www.brokescholar.com; and, scholarships —
www.scholarships.com. Don't forget that the St. Thomas
website, www.sths.org, has scholarship information under
the Counseling and Guidance Department section.

Juniors who are currently in Advanced
Placement or advanced courses and are thinking
about applying to selective colleges and
universities, should consider taking the SAT
Subject Testsin May or June. The SAT Subject
Tests are one-hour long and students may take
up to three exams at one testing session. Subject
tests are offered in: English, History,
Mathematics, Science, and Foreign Language.
Y ou may go to the College Board' s website to
register for these exams:
www.collegeboard.com.

All Juniorsshould register to take both the
ACT and SAT Reasoning Test this Spring.
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: Thank you to David Hanse, Fr. Gaglens, the

| Alumni Organization, Al Vacek, Margaret

: Chiavone, and all the following speakers who

| donated their time and effort for Career Day:

| Donald Anderson, David Beebe, Michel Braun,
| Terry Biehunko, Danny Billingsley, Steve

: Burrows, Fr. Cahill, Joe Caram, Paul Cones,

| David Dalati, Paul Daly, Mark Detranaltes,

| | Robert Doguim, Paul Doyle, David Falloure,

I Keith Landry, Kent Marsh, Raymond Massa,

| Matt Miggins, Minh Nguyen, John Parras, Tony
I Parsons, Antonio Ramos, Barry Smith, Michael
|Soper Larry Stokes, Carlos Perez, Craig

: Steiner, Tim Taylor, and Joe Webber. Together

| you made it possible for our students to

: experience aterrific Career Day. Many students
| have voiced very positive comments regarding

: the speakers who personally contributed to this

| event.
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March 10, 2006 10:15 a.m. in Cemo Auditorium

The leading cause of disability and death in young
people is unintentional injury to the brain or spinal cord.
Nearly 70,000 young people will die, and well over a
million will suffer anon-fatal brain or spinal cord
injury. Note the word “unintentional” instead of
“accidental”; the reality is that most of the injuries are
not accidents at al. Accidents can't be avoided, but
most of these injuries could be prevented by taking
some small step or by making a better choice.

The Ingtitute for Rehabilitation and Research (TIRR),
provider of Athletic Training servicesfor St. Thomas,
along with the National Injury Prevention Foundation
and the Christopher Reeve Foundation will present

ThinkFirst —an educational program to increase
awareness of injury prevention. A guest speaker and
brain injury survivor will discuss consequences of risk
taking behaviors and strategies to avoid catastrophic
injury.
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Service:

The 3 quarter service assignment (minimum of 25
hours for upperclassmen, 8 hours for the freshmen) is
past due. Please contact Campus Ministry for
guestions or concerns.

Attention STH Dads, alumni, male mentors:

The Men of . Thomasis a new organization
designed for fathersto connect with their STH son,
connect male mentors with boys in need of one, and
to foster faith, service, and leadership among men in
asociety in desperate need of it. Contact Marty
Matulia at Martin.Matulia@sths.org or ext. 158 if
you want to be aMan of St. Thomas!

$ 5

Muchas graciasto Paulette Chavez,
Margaret Chiavone, Kathy Comeaux,
Susan Gutkowski, Mary Ann Loweth,

MariaMesa, Michaele O®wyer and
Mary Vaenciafor getting those Treats

to the lounge on time. Your efforts

are continually appreciated.
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Sophomore Class Over $40,000 Mark
Freshman, Sophomor e Classes Above 20% Level

The Advancement Office wishesto give you an
update on the state of the Annual Fund. The
following shows the total gift amount for each
class aswell asthe participation level of each
class.

Class Total Donations Participation %
Senior $21,115 17%
Junior $21,093 18%
Sophomore  $44,215 27%
Freshman $23,355 21%

Thanksto all the current parents who have given
so generously to the Annual Fund this year. For
more information contact Advancement Director
Jim Michalek at 713-341-5577. Y ou also may
contact your class chairmen: Bill and Mary Ann
Loweth (Senior Class), Steve and Debbie Guarino
(Junior Class), Mike and Glori O' Donnel
(Sophomore Class) and Shiv and Lyn
Shivshanker (Freshman Class).

March 29, 2006
5:30-7:30 p.m.

We are in need of afew volunteersto help
setup, serve, or bring food for the Incoming
Freshman Registration. If you signed up at Fall
Tea, you will be contacted. If you did not sign
up and areinterested, please contact Helen
Schutz (hschutz@houston.rr.com) or Suzy
Taylor (staylor56@houston.rr.com).
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The St. Thomas Drama Department is proud to
present the musical Guys and Dalls. The curtain
will rise a 7:30 in the Cemo Auditorium on April 6,
7,and 8.

Based on Damon Runyon®short story "The Idyll of
Miss Sarah Brown," Guys and Dolls revolves
around Nathan Detroit, the organizer of the oldest
established permanent floating crap game in New

Y ork, who bets fellow gambler Sky Masterson that
he can make the next girl he seesfall in love with
him. The next girl he sees happensto be Miss Sarah
Brown, a pure-at-heart Salvation Army-type
reformer, and the stage is set for a hilarious evening
of complications.

Thank you for your support!
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3 Quarter Report Cards will be distributed to your
sons on Monday, March 20. Ask your son for his
report card when he arrives home. Don't accept any
excuses from him not having his report card.

The school will continue to mail the 1% Semester and
2™ Semester Report Cards. First and third quarter
report cards will be distributed at school.

Please bring your son's report with you to Par ent-
Teacher Conferenceson Thursday, March 23
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in Reckling Gymnasium.

$ $9

Just a quick word of @&anks@o all of the mothers
who volunteered and those who brought food for
the High School Entrance Exam Reception. We
could not have done it without you. We are still
receiving comments about how nice Mary Moody
looked with the Valentine®Day decorations and
how good the food and fellowship was. Many of
the parents who were waiting on their sons
expressed their extreme appreciation for our
thoughtfulness on this @ery stressful@norning.

Josena M alonson-Auzenne
Rosslyn Granger

4

The St. Thomas Music Department will be
hosting the Region TAPPS Music Contests on
our campus again this year! The choir will aso
be competing in the Voca Contests which are
held at various sites.

Upcoming Events...

February 2006
22 TAPPS Voca Solo/Small Ensemble Contest

at St. Pius

27 TAPPSVoca Large Ensemble Contest
at Beaumont Kelley

28 TAPPS Instrumental Contest + Concert
Band, String Ensemble, and Jazz Bands
a STH

March 2006

2 TAPPS Instrumenta Contest + Solo and
Small Ensemble at STH

4 Music Guild Meeting (Band Hall) Parents,
9:30 am.

Congratulationsto Michael Hlozek, James
Villanueva, Evan Chen, Scott Sierra, and
Chrigtina Craig of Duchesne who were selected
for the All State Competition in San Antonio.

Our talented Jazz Groups will aso be performing
at various events this spring, including the St.
Thomas More Auction, the Duchesne Academy
Auction, Round-Up, the STH Style Show, and
the St. Agnes Style Show.

If you have questions please call Kathy Terry at
713-880-1602 (kterrysthsmusi c@sbcgl oba .net),
Guild President, or Donald Thoede, Director
713-864-6348 x 250.
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Open House was very successful this year + we
had a tremendous turnout. We want to thank
everyone who donated food and volunteered
their time to help with the reception. A special
thanks to Joe Callahan and his staff.

Open House Co-Chairs. Jeannette Jeffus, Cecile
Guarino, Nancy Carter, and Helen Schutz
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Wow! The second half of the year isflying by and the
Mothers Club isvery busy!

Nancy Carter, Cecile Guarino, Jeannette Jeffus, and Helen
Schutz did awonderful job organizing this year's Open
House reception. We had arecord 900 visitors and we
received so many compliments on our beautiful facilities, the
presentation, the Eagle Ambassadors, the warm hospitality,
and the abundance of ddlicious refreshments. Many thanks to
each and every one of you who helped make this a special

day.

Many of these same visitors were on campus again for the
Entrance Exam the following Saturday. Thanksto Josena
Malonson-Auzenne and Rosslyn Granger and all the moms
who made the parents fedl so welcome while their sons took
athetest®. One visiting mom actually called her Strake friend
to tell her she was eating breakfast at St. Thomas, and there
were centerpieces on the tables, and that the STH moms had
it al together. Way to go ladies!

Kudos also go to Jan Bitner for planning Happy Hour at El
Tiempo on Washington Avenue. Thanks to the great food,
the libations, the mothers of St. Thomas, and Eduardo, who is
definitely the most fun waiter in Houston, it was another
memorable evening. These events are awonderful way to
meet other moms, so, come join us on our next outing, a
shopping trip to Canton on April 1. Jan has chartered a bus.
Be sure and call her to reserve your seat.

Round-Up chairs Kathy Cire, Ann Patin, and Susan Protz and
their myriads of volunteers are busy with al the final details
of this great day. We hopeto seedl of you on Sunday,
March 5, from 12:00 noon + 6:30 p.m. Thisisatime of
fellowship and togetherness and there is something for every
person in the family to enjoy while helping raise money for
tuition assistance.

Another day you don't want to missisthe Mothers' Club
Retreat on Thursday, March 23, at the Cenacle Retreat
Center. Pat Kerlin, a Certified Spiritual Director with 25
years experience, will be our leader. We are al so busy and
thiswill be a great opportunity in the midst of Lent to relax
and re-focus. Cathy Poye and Jamie Leonard can give you
all the details.

Other upcoming events include the Spring Faculty
Luncheon on Tuesday, March 21, Parent-Teacher
Conferences on Thursday evening, March 23,
Incoming Freshman Registration on Wednesday,
March 29, and Junior Ring Ceremony on Sunday,
April 2. The names of the committee chairs of all
these events are in the Student Directory. Just
pick up the phone and volunteer to help with any
of these activities. You will find you will have
fun with your friends and you make new onesin
the process.

And, the invitations to the 25" annual Mothers
Club Style Show have gone out. Be sure and get
your reservationsin. The date is Wednesday,
April 5 and the placeisthe JW Marriott. You
don't want to miss out on afun-filled day.

Finaly, | would like to thank Joe Callahan, our
Facilities Manager, Sergio Plata, Maintenance
Supervisor, and their entire staff for all they do to
help the Mothers' Club. We will host at least 27
different eventsthis year, and these gentlemen are
aways there helping usto help St. Thomas. You
guys are the best!

Our next Mothers Club meeting is Wednesday,
March 8. Masswill be celebrated in the Chapel at
11:30 a.m. and the meeting will follow at noon in
Cemo Auditorium. Seeyou there.

Margaret Chiavone
President

%0 has
been changed to Tuesday, March 21%, We are
planning a SPRING TIME PICNIC!

If you are interested in helping set up, serve, or
would like to provide a salad, potato salad,
rolls/French bread, brownies, lemonade, or ice
tea, please contact us at kwick@houston.rr.com.
Thank you and we appreciate your help!

Beth Hotze and K atie Wick
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Day/Date

Friday, March 3

Deadline for self-nominating form
and three recommendation letters by
those who would like to be
considered for an executive board
position.

Saturday, March 11
Mothers Club Meeting

List of candidates for executive
board positions to be announced

Friday, March 17

Deadline for receiving comment
forms

Sunday, April 1

Meeting of Nominating Board

Wednesday, April 5
Mothers Club Meeting

Announcement of slate of officers
for 2006-2007

Friday, April 14

Deadline for receipt of standing
committee and special event
chairperson forms.

Thursday, March 23, 2006
9am. £2:30 p.m.
The Cenacle Retreat Center
420 N. Kirkwood + 281- 497-3131

We are very excited to present our retreat speaker, Pat
Kerlin, Certified Spiritual Director with 25 years experience
and mother of six. Pat will lead usin a day of relaxation and

renewal in the tranquil, wooded setting of the Cenacle

Retreat Center.

Reserve your space now and plan to spend this specia day
with the Moms of St. Thomas.
$25.00 per person + includes lunch

Make check payable to
St. Thomas Mother's Club and mail to:

Cathy Poye
2903 Durban

Houston, TX 77043
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One of the Silent Auction items at thisyear's
Style Show is an " Off to College" footlocker.
Items that would be needed and appreciated
by any college freshman would be great for
thisfootlocker. Someideasare: St. Thomas
memorabilia, shower radio, sheets, microbead
pillow, clock radio, gift certificates to
restaurants and Linens ‘N Things, gas cards,
etc. Anything that you believe your son
would like to have for college would be a
great addition.

If you can donate an item for this Silent
Auction package, please let

Debbie Guarino know at 713- 647-6227 or
debbiedgg@aol.com

Thank you,

Style Show Chairpersons
Jackie Beck, Kathy McCord, & Annette
Tamborello

And Once Again for the Style Show. . .

If you haven't volunteered this year, here's
your chance to get involved. We are
looking for 10 volunteersto assist behind
the scenes with the models. Y ou will be
required to purchase aticket for the event,
if you plan to stay and eat after the Style
Show.

If you are interested, please contact the
Model Coordinators:

Deborah Sifuentes
Hm 713-944-6619
Email dsifuent@mdanderson.org

Norma Camp
Hm 281-855-0183
Email ncfloral @yaoo.com




“WALKING ON SUNSHINE” .....Spring Style
Show and Luncheon

Start the day by making a
differencel

. Pleasejoin us for the 35" annual Mother/Son Style
. Show that is a sentimental highlight of the year for our
' mothersand all friends of STH!

| WHEN:  Wednesday, April 5, 2006
' 10:30 a.m. Social Hour and Slent Auction :
11:30 a.m. Luncheon and Style Show

- WHERE: J.W. Marriott Galleria
5150 Westheimer, 77056

| TICKETS $55, $70, AND $85 (All proceeds benefit
I the S. Thomas Scholarship Fund)

| RESERVATIONS Margaret Labbe', 731- 932-7421 or www.saintbasilcoffee.com
i margaretl @heritagetexas.com, or Cathy Sharp, 713 -
i 661-7122 or chsharp@houston.rr.com

April Big Red News
Deadline: Monday, March 6
Mail out: Friday, March 24
Editor: Mary Alice Greaney
281-897-8276
pma_greaney@sbcglobal.net




“WALKING ON SUNSHINE”

We are currently in need of underwriting sponsors to help defray the costs associated with producing our
wonderful annual event to be held at the JW. Marriott Hotel on Wednesday, April 5, 2006. All proceeds
benefit the St. Thomas Scholarship Fund, which awards a $1,000 scholarship to the top ten studentsin each
class, including the incoming class of 2010. Donationsin any amount are welcome and will be greatly
appreciated. Specific needs are as follows:

Printing $2000

Centerpieces 700 Favors $ 175
Lighting 2000 Postage 700
Staging 2000 Sound 2000
Wine Service 1500 Floral 400
Tuxedo Rental 1200 Show Coordinator 1500

Help us continue thetradition of “ Goodness, Discipline and Knowledge” by donating to thisworthy
cause.

Jackie Beck, Kathy McCord and Annette Tamborello
2006 Style Show Chairpersons

Please Detach Below

Please make check payableto: St. Thomas Mothers' Club Style Show and send to the underwriting chair:
DANA JO KURTIN
905 MAGDALENE
HOUSTON, TX 77024

Name recognition of all underwriting sponsors (individual or group) will beincluded in the program and
displayed at the style show.
Name:

Address:

Phone:

Donation In Memory Of:




